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Media Advisory 
Emerson College Hosts Annual Candlelight Vigil on Boston Common in Remembrance of 9/11 Anniversary 
BOSTON, MA (September 8, 2011)—On Sunday, September 11, the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, Emerson College will hold its annual vigil in honor of terrorism victims worldwide. The vigil begins at 7:30 pm at Boston Common’s Parkman Bandstand. 

The longest running vigil of remembrance of 9/11 in Boston, it was initiated by Emerson’s Communication Politics and Law Association (CPLA), a student organization, and its faculty advisor, Communication Studies Associate Professor Gregory Payne, on the evening of September 11, 2001.

The vigil honors those who were lost on 9/11, including the wife of a former Emerson Trustee, Sonia Mercedez Puopolo, who was on American Airlines Flight 11. Sonia’s daughter, Sonia Tita Puopolo ’96, MA ’97, will participate in the vigil, along with Emerson College President Lee Pelton, and alumnus Prince Faisal Al Saud ’01. In addition to Sonia Puopolo, the Emerson community lost two other members on 9/11: alumna Jane Simpkin and faculty member Myra Aronson.

“This is an important tradition for faculty, students, and staff at the College and for those who live in the surrounding neighborhoods,” said Payne. “The vigil is a time to come together, reflect, and remember those who were lost on September 11. It’s also a chance to continue to heal as a community through understanding, tolerance, and forgiveness.”

WHAT: 
Emerson College’s annual 9/11 vigil

WHEN:   
Sunday, September 11, 7:30–8:30 pm

WHERE:
Boston Common, Parkman Bandstand

MEDIA CONTACT: Carole McFall, Director of Media Relations—617-824-8415, 617-283-8435 (cell), Carole_McFall@emerson.edu
SCHEDULE:
7:30 Gather at the Bandstand 

7:35 History of Vigil: Associate Professor Gregory Payne and alumnus Faisal Al Saud

7:40 Welcome: CPLA President Alex Castillo 

7:45 Commemorative Remarks: Emerson College President Lee Pelton

7:55 Personal Perspective: Alumna Sonia Tita Puopolo (daughter of Sonia Puopolo who was on AA Flight 11)

8:10 Commemorative Reading: Communications Studies Associate Professor John Anderson

8:20 Six Boston Elementary School Students place candles in the center of the Bandstand 

8:25 Attendees leave candles on the railing of the Bandstand 
About Emerson College Located in Boston, Massachusetts, opposite the historic Boston Common and in the heart of the city’s Theatre District, Emerson is the only four-year private college in the United States devoted to teaching communication and the arts in a liberal arts context. The College has 3,453 undergraduates and 837 graduate students from across the United States and 50 countries. Supported by state-of-the-art facilities and a renowned faculty, students participate in more than 60 student organizations and performance groups, 14 NCAA teams, student publications, honor societies, television stations including the Emerson Channel, and WERS-FM, the nation’s highest rated student-run radio station. Emerson is internationally known for its study and internship programs in Los Angeles, Washington, D.C., the Netherlands, China, and the Czech Republic. For more information, visit www.emerson.edu.
